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Information for teachers
Organized by the Canadian Cancer Society Research Information Outreach Team (CCS RIOT)
and Let’s Talk Science, Let’s Talk Cancer is a one-day symposium that provides students with
the opportunity to engage with researchers while exploring career options, developing skills,
and learning about real-world problem solving in the context of cancer research.
The Canadian Cancer Society, Canada’s largest cancer charity, is dedicated to preventing all
types of cancer, saving lives, and supporting people living with cancer through research funding, services, and advocacy. RIOT is a team of student and scientist volunteers focused on raising awareness about progress and promise in cancer research. Let’s Talk Science is an awardwinning Canadian charity focused on education and outreach to support youth engagement in
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. Our goal is to inspire the next generation
of researchers by demonstrating how sciences, technology, engineering, and mathematics
advance cancer research and impact students’ communities.

Keynote speakers
Dr. David Rodenhiser will start the day by presenting a brief overview
on what cancer is, how many aspects of science apply to cancer research, and what students can expect to gain from the symposium. Dr.
Rodenhiser is a research scientist at the London Regional Cancer Program and Children’s Health Research Institute and an associate professor at Western in the Pediatrics, Biochemistry, and Oncology departments. He has published over 50 research papers, primarily in the field
of epigenetics as it relates to cancer biology and development.
Dr. David Litchfield will end the day with a discussion on how emerging technologies and
the integration of different specialties continue to improve our understanding of cancer. Dr.
Litchfield is a professor and chair in the Department of Biochemistry at
Western and a professor in the Department of Oncology at the Schulich
School of Medicine and Dentistry. The Litchfield lab studies how cancer
cells differ from normal cells with the goal of informing the development of new strategies for precision diagnosis and treatment of individual forms of cancer. Dr. Litchfield’s findings have been published in
over 100 research articles that have been cited over 8000 times.
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